Revolutionary War Video Focus Questions
Name: ____________________________ Block: _______________
I. Lexington & Concord

1) Why did Patriots from around New England begin to flock to Boston after the incident at Lexington?
2) Why was it necessary to call the Continental Congress back into session in May, 1775?
3) How was the relationship between Benjamin Franklin and his son William Franklin similar and different from other families at the beginning of the Revolution?

II. Washington’s First Success

4) What difficulties were faced by George Washington in the winter of 1776?

5) How was listening to his inner circle of generals an example of Washington’s good leadership?
6) Why did the British evacuate Boston even though the Patriot cannons couldn’t reach the British ships in Boston Harbor?

III. Talk of Liberty
7) What was the national debate in the summer of 1776, and why was it important that everyone was discussing it?
8) Why do some people call Thomas Jefferson a “walking contradiction”?

9) Why didn’t the Declaration of Independence address slavery?

IV. Crossing the Delaware
10)  Why did Washington absolutely need a military victory in December, 1776?

11)  Describe Washington’s new war strategy.
12)  Why would many of the Continental soldiers be willing to re-enlist when their original enlistments were over?
V. Battle of Saratoga
13)  Which general wanted glory more, Benedict Arnold, Horatio Gates, of British General John Burgoyne?

14)  What battle techniques did Benedict Arnold use to help win the Battle of Saratoga?
15)  How did the Battle of Saratoga change the course of the war?
VI. Monmouth Courthouse
16)  Why did Washington dismiss General Charles Lee?
17)  Who was Molly Pitcher and why was she important to the Patriot cause at Monmouth Courthouse?
18)  Why was the draw at Monmouth Courthouse important to George Washington?
VII. Arnold’s Treason
19)  Why was Fort Arnold (also known as West Point) an important fort for both sides? 
20)  Why did Benedict Arnold reject George Washington’s offer to be an important field officer, and instead, want to be commander of West Point?
21)  What do you think pushed Benedict Arnold to betray his country and commit treason?
VIII. British Siege on Charleston & The Noose Tightens
22)  Explain how the siege on Charleston worked.   How was it like the tightening of a noose?
23)  What critical decision faced slaves in South Carolina?
24)  Why did Benjamin Lincoln finally surrender Charleston to the British?
IX. Convergence at Yorktown & The End Game Has Arrived
25)  How did British Generals Cornwallis and Clinton differ in their approaches concerning the war against the Patriots?
26)  What role did the French play at the victory at Yorktown?
27)  How did the Patriot victory at Yorktown impact the overall war?
Label the Battles listed on the Revolutionary War Battle Sheet Grid in the appropriate places on the map below.
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